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But the public's response was overwhelmingly negative, as was . ;

evidenced by the fact that Mount Arlington officers were greeted with a gyt b derge wiondda

rousing standing ovation as they entered the auditorium prior to the start
of Monday night's meeting.

Most of those in attendance were prepared to speak out in disagreement
with the report's conclusions that the borough would save money and
enjoy better police services if it had a shared services agreement.



Opponents of the disbandment had questioned the thoroughness of the
Blue Shield study, which cost the borough $43,400 and was prepared by
Ted M. Ehrenburg, a former police chief in Washington Township who
currently serves as borough administrator of Bloomingdale.

Gayle Ann Livecchia, a borough resident with several graduate degrees,
including a master's degree in public administration, noted that
Ehrenburg has a master's degree in education but does not have any
degrees in public administration or public policy research.

Livecchia said Monday's night's decision not to disband the MAPD was
inevitable given the strong criticism of the Blue Shield report.

"It was a graceful eleventh hour save where everybody can save face,"
Livecchia said.

Some of the strongest criticisms of the Ehrenburg report have been
made by Dave Rubenstein, the founder of saveMAPD.com, an Internet-
based organization dedicated to generating opposition to the
disbandment of the MAPD.

Rubenstein's group commissioned a 45-page report that rebuts many of
the Ehrenburg report's conclusions.

The rebuttal argues that Mount Arlington would have fewer officers per
capita if its police department were dissolved and partially absorbed by a
neighboring department. It also says the Ehrenburg report does not
provide enough evidence to support its conclusion that a shared services
agreement would save Mount Arlington money or provide a greater level
of safety for police officers.

Opposition to the Blue Shield report grew last week when council
member Keri Ann Mulligan issued a letter to her constituents stating that
she was dissatisfied with the report, arguing that it is lacking in many
facts and figures and in sufficient supporting data. She recommended
that the council commission a more through report on the MAPD's future.

"l had expected a far more in-depth and complete report (from Blue
Shield), especially considering the cost of the study," wrote Mulligan, who
is the council's liaison to the Mount Arlington Police Department.

The Blue Shield study noted that Peterson had recommended the hiring
of an additional officer to help alleviate the department's current staffing
problem and curtail the disbandment discussions. But the report said the
MAPD must expand to 21 officers to provide adequate police coverage
for the borough and adequate supervision of patrol officers.

Michael Scholl may be reached at (973) 428-6644 or mscholl@gannett.com.
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